
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

The Pauline Epistles (June 30) 
 

The Apostle Paul 
The apostle Paul grew up as Saul of Tarsus in Cilicia. His father was a Diaspora Jew and a freedman in Roman 
society. Paul was apprenticed as a tentmaker but also studied the Scriptures as a Pharisee at Jerusalem under Rabbi 
Gamaliel the Elder.  
 
Paul zealously defended his Jewish faith by arresting Christians and supporting their execution, since he regarded 
them as false teachers. In AD 36, Jesus confronted Paul while he traveled to Damascus to arrest Christians there. 
Jesus turned Paul’s heart. Paul was baptized and immediately began to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. Retreating 
from persecution, Paul spent some years east of Damascus in the Arabian Desert before returning to Damascus and 
to Antioch as a teacher. In AD 47, the Holy Spirit directed the congregation at Antioch to send Paul out as a 
missionary, a calling he fulfilled until AD 68, when the Roman emperor Nero ordered Paul’s execution.  
 
Paul’s letters were written during his missionary journeys and while he was in prison for proclaiming Christ. He 
typically had the help of a scribe; friends hand-delivered the letters. 
 
The Format of the Epistles 
Early Christian scribes began to gather, copy, and circulate the apostle Paul’s letters almost immediately. In this 
respect, Paul’s 13 epistles shaped the New Testament, earliest Christian teaching, and earliest practice. After Jesus 
himself, no other leader had greater influence on Christianity’s direction. Using the Old Testament, Paul helped the 
other apostles recognize the full implications of Jesus’ teaching, sacrifice, resurrection, and commission to spread 
the gospel. Though the claim of some critics that Paul “created” Christianity is bizarre, one can hardly exaggerate 
Paul’s importance.  
 
Paul established the format and style for Christian letters until the fourth century. Paul’s letters still greatly influence 
how Christians relate to one another today. These should be among the first books of Scripture people study. To 
support the spread of the gospel and the faith of new believers, the apostle Paul made letter writing an important 
activity for the earliest Christians. 
 
The Style of Paul’s Letters 
Paul commonly wrote his letters in an exhortative or sermonic style, admonishing and encouraging his readers on 
the basis of Biblical doctrines and stories. By applying God’s law and gospel, Paul called his readers to account 
when they strayed and announced God’s forgiveness for them when they repented.  
 
Paul’s letters are clearly more intimate than administrative letters of the time. They are more like family letters, 
since he viewed the churches as households. Paul’s letters are also much longer than most Greek letters. Christian 
letters were carefully written to convey apostolic instruction, which flowed from Christ, the head of the church. Not 
all apostolic letters were preserved, since not every letter would always apply for future congregations. However, the 
New Testament apostolic letters were received as God’s Word. 
 
Paul’s Letters and You 
Just as the early Christians learned to love Christian doctrine and value the warmth of fellowship in Christ by 
reading Paul’s letters, draw on these blessings and examples for the life of your family and congregation. Paul’s 
letters will teach you the meaning and use of the Old Testament and will instill in you an enduring love for the 
gospel of Jesus. 
  


